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Phonetic 

alphabet

Definition Example

cp coupling (This 

one is not in 

pinyin; they use 

English 

directly.)

cp For "coupling," which is related to 

Japanese pop culture. In most cases, 

it refers to homoerotic relationships. 

It is commonly used in the Japanese 

idol industry.

这对 cp也太可爱了吧

This cp is so adorable!

idol—爱豆 ai-dou /ˈaɪd(ə)l/ The recombination of pinyin 

(Chinese pronunciation) and English

pronunciation. It means a star or a 

member in an idol group. The term 

idol originated from Japanese and 

Korean entertainment circles.

我的爱豆对于我来说是黑暗中的一

盏明灯！

To me, my idol is a light in the 

darkness.

pick-pick Pick (This one 

is not in pinyin; 

just use English 

directly.)

/pɪk/ The original meaning is "select," but

in bullet chats, it means "like and 

support." It is from Produce 101, 

a reality television talent 

competition franchise, based around 

the formation of a K-pop girl group 

or boy group. The audience needs to 

vote for their favorite person to 

select eleven members to build a 

new idol group. The voting process 

is called "pick." 

他是我 pick的人，他是最棒的！

This is the star I picked, he is the 

best!


